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ConGen defends 
’safety clause’ 

CONSUL General Bernardita Catalla de-
fended the proposal to include a “safety 
clause” in the contracts of Filipino domes-
tic workers to help them avoid cleaning  
windows of flats in high-rise buildings.

In an interview on October 23, Catalla 
said that even the Hong Kong government 
seeks to ensure workers’ safety.

“It’s still under consideration, and we’re 
talking with the government of Hong 
Kong and the stakeholders,” Catalla said.  

The Support Group for Hong Kong Em-

ployers with Foreign Domestic Helpers 
had launched an online petition calling on 
the government to exclude the Philippine 
Consulate General from the list of agen-
cies that approve FDH contracts in the 
territory.    

“Well, I guess the government of Hong 

Kong is very clear in its position that it 
supports and it wants to ensure that all 
workers, not only Filipinos, are protected 
and that they are safe,” Catalla said. 
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OUR MAN IN BEIJING. President Duterte, accompanied by Chinese President Xi Jinping, troops the line during his visit in Beijing. (Stories on Page 2) 



November 1, 2016         HONGKONGNEWS.COM.HK2 NEWS

Duterte secures $24B from China
PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte has secured 
$24 billion worth of funding and invest-
ment pledges during a recent a four-day 
state visit to Beijing.

Duterte, during a bilateral meeting with 
his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, also 
announced his separation from the United 
States, adding that he will be “dependent” 
on Beijing “for all time.”

“I, in this venue, your honors, in this 
venue, I announce my separation from 
the United States both in military and 
economic. America has lost me now,” the 

President said.
“I’ve realigned myself in your ideologi-

cal flow and maybe I will also go to Russia 
to talk to (President Vladimir) Putin and 
tell him that there are three of us against 
the world - China, Philippines and Russia. 
It’s the only way,” Duterte added.

The President declared that it is already 
“springtime” in the country’s relations 
with China after several years of bickering 
over maritime claims in the West Philip-
pine Sea.

“Stretching back centuries, China has 
been a friend of the Philippines and the 
roots of our bonds are deep and not eas-

ily severed. Even as we arrived in Beijing 
close to winter, this is the springtime of 
our relationship,” Duterte said.

China’s Foreign Ministry said Duterte’s 
visit marked a “full recovery of bilateral 
cooperations.”

“The visit signifies the full recovery of 
China, the Philippines friendship back 
to the normal level. It also marks the 
new stage of the practical cooperation 
between the two countries – a new page 
is now open between the two countries 
in addressing the South China Sea issue 
through bilateral consultations,” Vice For-
eign minister Liu Zhenmin said.

According to Trade Secretary Ramon 
Lopez, the Philippines is poised to reap 
$24 billion in investments and credit facil-
ities from Duterte’s visit to China.

“The new number that we have, in 
terms of investments and credit facilities 
opened, is $24 billion–$15 billion of that 

are investments and $9 billion will be in 
the form of credit facilities,” Lopez said.

The amount covers a number of sectors, 
including agriculture, energy, renewable, 
tourism, food, manufacturing, telecom-
munications, and infrastructure.

Lopez said these would translate to an 

estimate two million jobs over five years.
The Bank of China is also expected to 

provide $3 billion in loans for businesses, 
including micro, small, medium enterpris-
es.China’s Baiyin Nonferrous Group Co. 
has agreed to consider investing up to 
$700 million in a stainless steel plant. 

By Maia Lopez

‘Scarborough belongs to the Philippines’
PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte said he 
made it clear to Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping that Scarborough Shoal (Panatag) 
belongs to the Philippines, adding that Fil-
ipinos may soon be allowed to fish again 
in the area.

“China said this is theirs, but I said this 
is ours,” Duterte said after his four-day 

state visit to Beijing.
“From what I understand, Xi has ordered 

the Chinese fishermen to leave so that no 
one will be seen there. That was what we 
discussed, but I don’t know if they would 
comply with it... We’ll just wait for a few 
more days,” the President said. 

We may be able to return to the Scarbor-
ough Shoal and our countrymen may be 
able to fish there again,” he added.

Duterte stressed that a steady supply of 
marine products is necessary as the pop-
ulation of the Philippines continues to  
grow.

“It behooves upon us to really not 
to gamble and destroy these spawning 
grounds because then it would result in 
imbalance in our food supply,” he said.

China claims historical rights over the 
shoal even if the traditional fishing ground 
is well within the Philippines’ 200-nauti-
cal mile exclusive economic zone.

Chinese occupation of the shoal started 
in April 2012 when Chinese surveillance 
ships blocked a Philippine Navy vessel 
that was chasing Chinese poachers.

By Maia Lopez

Chinese and Filipino officials meet during Duterte’s visit.
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FDH fired over marketing scheme
THIS should serve as a cautionary tale for 
Filipino domestic helpers wanting to earn 
extra money from sidelines.

A Filipino domestic helper was fired by 
her employer and sent home by the Hong 
Kong Immigration Department after she 
was found to be seeking recruits for a mul-
ti-level marketing company.

“Nakita ng employer niya ang laptop 
niya na nag-rerecruit siya. Tinanggal 
siya sa trabaho tapos sinumbong siya sa 
Immigration Department,” Attache Her-
mogenes Cayabyab Jr. told Hong Kong 
News.

He said the employer told him that they 

did not want to be involved should the 
domestic helper run into some trouble be-
cause of her recruitment activities.

“Sabi sa akin ng domestic worker, na 
nasa Manila pa miyembro na siya ng com-
pany na ‘yun. Itutuloy niya lang daw dito. 
May produkto namang binebenta iyong 
kumpanya, pero ayaw lang daw ma-in-
volve ng employer,” Cayabyab said.

After being terminated by the employer, 
the domestic helper, an Ilocano and who is 
in her early 40s, stayed at a shelter. 

On October 10, the Immigration Depart-
ment, who was investigating her for possi-
ble filing of the case of breach of condition 
of stay in Hong Kong, ordered her remov-
al from the city and sent her back to the 

Philippines.
“Halos isang taon lang siya sa amo niya 

at iyon ang unang kontrata niya dito sa 
Hong Kong,” Cayabyab said.

In February, some 20 Filipino domestic 
helper met and confronted at the Philip-
pine Consulate General (PCG) the leader 
of the recruitment for membership at Em-

goldex, which turned out to be a spurious 
investment firm.

During the meeting, it was alleged that 
488 Filipinos in Hong Kong as well as 
their kin invested at least P36,000 for a 
single account in the scheme.

Under the scheme, their investments 
would earn profits of between P180,000 

and P360,000 or as much as a 23-fold 
growth of their money.

The Philippines’ Securities and Ex-
change Commission sued Emgoldex, 
Global Intergold, and Prosperous Infinite 
Philippines Holdings Corp. for allegedly 
selling unregistered securities without a 
license. 

By Cheryl M. Arcibal

NEWS

Indian domestic worker 
probed in boy’s murder
THE police are investigating an Indian 
domestic worker for the murder of a two-
year-old boy in Tin Shui Wai.

Initial reports said the police received a 
call at around 12:08 p.m. on October 24 
from a 39-year-old man that his two-year-
old son  had collapsed at his home on Tin 
Yan Road in Tin Shui Wai.

There were reports that the domestic 
worker had admitted to strangling the boy. 

He then brought his son to Tuen Mun 
Hospital but boy was certified dead at 
12.33 p.m. Initial investigation revealed 
no superficial injury on the boy. 

Upon investigation, the police arrested 
a 22-year-old Indian woman in Tin Shui 

Wai in connection with the case. She was 
detained for further enquiries. 

A post-mortem examination will be con-
ducted to determine the cause of death of 
the boy. The Yuen Long District Crime 
Squad is conducting the investigation. 

The boy’s parents were reportedly at 
work when the boy died. They became 
suspicious when the surveillance camera 
in their house stopped working and the 
domestic worker did not call to say what 
their son was doing. 

They asked a neighbor to check but no 
one answered the door. The boy’s parents 
went home and found the boy unconscious 
while the domestic worker was gone. 

The PCG has 
warned Filipino 
domestic workers 
in HK against 
recruiting for 
multi-level 
marketing scams.
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Activists slam police 
over consulate picket
HUMAN rights and peace activists 
slammed the Hong Kong Police over 
what they called as “excessive” security 
arrangement during a picket they held at 
the Philippine Consulate General on Oc-
tober 20.

The Hong Kong Campaign for the Ad-
vancement of Human Rights and Peace in 
the Philippines (HKCAHRPP), composed 
of Filipino, Indonesian migrant workers, 
as well as Hong Kong people and other 
nationalities, over a police van ramming  
protesters several times in front of the 
US Embassy in Manila on October 19. At 
least three were taken to the hospital for 
medical treatment.

Police officers tried to prevent the 
group, composed of more than 20 people, 
from going to the PCG office at the 14th 
floor of the Admiralty Centre, saying that 
the picket’s permit was only for 20 people.

When the protesters proceeded to the 
lobby of the building, they were also 
blocked from going to the 14th floor when 

the building’s security turned off the lift’s 
power supply. After five minutes passed, 
they were finally allowed to proceed to the 
PCG office.

Eman Villanueva, spokesperson of the 
Asian Migrants Coordinating Body, and 
Eni Lestari, chairperson of the Interna-
tional Migrants Alliance, condemned the 
security arrangement, saying they had 

been holding pickets at the PCG and there 
were no untoward incidents.

“Napapansin namin na tuwing may ip-
oprotesta kaming karahasan na nangyari 
sa Pilipinas, pakiramdam siguro ng Hong 
Kong Police manggugulo kami,” Vil-
lanueva said in an interview.

During the program, Hong Kong law-
maker Leung Kwok-hung said the police 
commander on the ground during the rally 
at the US Embassy should be sacked. 

“I urge the Filipino President to take ac-
tion and give the order to arrest the police 
commander who was responsible,” Leung 
said.

Upon receiving the petition from those 
who held the picket, Vice Consul Robert 
Quintin said that the PCG had nothing to 
do with the security arrangement.

“Please step back,” Quintin told the po-
lice officers at the lobby of the PCG, who 
were seen taking photos and video of the 
picket.

Hong Kong News sought a comment 
from the Hong Kong Police but had yet to 
get a reply at press time.

By Cheryl M. Arcibal

Depressed OFW sent home
A Filipino domestic helper who allegedly 
became depressed and unstable after be-
ing terminated by her employer without a 
reason was sent home to the Philippines 
on October 19.

Assistance to Nationals officer Danilo 
Baldon of the Philippine Consulate Gen-
eral told Hong Kong News that 34-year-
old Sheila Jaramillo was terminated by her 
employer on August 12.

Baldon said Jaramillo, who was serv-
ing a second contract with her employer 
in Yuen Long, refused to believe that her 
employer terminated her because the latter 
was not in Hong Kong.

“Iyong sister daw ng amo niya ang 
nagsabi sa kanya,” Baldon said.

After leaving her employer’s house, 
Jaramillo, who hails from Cauayan in Is-
abela, stayed in a boarding house also in 

Yuen Long.
On September 1, after receiving a call 

from other boarders, Assistant Labor Atta-
che Henry Tianero tried to rescue Jaramil-
lo but she refused to be rescued and stayed 
at the boarding house. 

On the evening of the same date, So-
cial Welfare Attache Elizabeth Lim Dy 
and Assistance to Nationals Officer Lorna 
Mojica also came to rescue Jaramillo, but 
she still refused.

On September 3, apparently receiving a 
tip, the police went to the boarding house 
and arrested Jaramillo. 

She was then turned over to the Immi-
gration Department, when it was learned 
that her visa had expired.

“Ilang araw pa lang nag-lapse ang visa 
niya. We were trying to extend it kaya lang 
sabi ng pulis wala na silang magagawa da-
hil nasa Immigration na ang kaso,” Baldon 
said.

By Cheryl M. Arcibal 

Sisters of OFW who died at HK airport finally view CCTV footage 
TWO sisters of the Filipina who fell to her death 
at the Hong Kong International Airport in April  
came here to view the CCTV footage of the in-
cident.

Shene and Sherene Salomon arrived on Oc-
tober 22 and met with officials of the Philip-
pine Consulate General (PCG), the Hong Kong 
Police, and the owner of the funeral home that 
handled remains of their sister, Salva, according 

to Danilo Baldon, officer at the PCG Assistance 
to Nationals Section. 

Baldon said the two were accompanied to the 
PCG office by Edwina Antonio, executive di-
rector of Bethune House, a shelter for migrant 
workers, They met with police investigators on 
October 24.

“Nakita nila sa CCTV na [walang tumulak sa 
ate nila]. Tahimik sila,” Baldon said. 

Salva’s family had been asking to view the 
CCTV since May, but PCG officials explained 
to them that they needed to come to Hong Kong 
and make the request to the Hong Kong Police 
personally. 

Salva’s family had set up a Facebook page 
seeking “justice” for her, suspecting that her 
death was not a suicide.

Cheryl M. Arcibal

Villanueva

Lawyer volunteers for Emry’s complainants
A lawyer has volunteered to take on the case of 
Filipino domestic helpers who each paid $10,000 
to Emry’s Employment Agency for non-existent 
jobs in the United Kingdom or Canada.

Vice Consul Alex Vallespin, head of the Assis-
tance to Nationals section of the Philippine Con-
sulate General, said he was informed by Labor 
Attache Jalilo dela Torre about the lawyer offer 
to take on the against Emry’s.

“Sabi sa akin, willing daw itong lawyer na 
tulungang magfile ng civil at criminal cases 
kay Ester [Ylagan] para doon sa  mga nanalo sa 
Small Claims [Tribunal]. Pero kailangan ko pa 
makipag-usap muna kay Labatt para sa buong 
details,” Vallespin said on October 26.

Ylagan, the owner of Emry’s, failed to appear 
at the Small Claims Tribunal for the numerous 
cases filed against her by Filipino domestic 
workers who wanted to work in the UK or Can-
ada.

The preliminary investigation of the Hong 

Kong Police showed that Ylagan indeed remit-
ted via Western Union the money to a recipient 
somewhere in Africa, Vallespin said.

Western Union, he said, verified the authentic-
ity of the remittance slips that Ylagan presented 
to the police. Ylagan had claimed that she was 
also a victim of her contact.

“Sabi ko sa pulis, napadala nga iyan, pero 
iyong perang pabalik, hindi natin alam,” Valles-
pin said.

“The police were treating Ester Ylagan as a 
victim too because they said the complainants 
would have to prove that there was connivance 
or collusion between her and the recipient of the 
money that she sent,” he added. 

However, Vallespin said the burden of proof 
that there was no connivance between Ylagan 
and the recipient of the money should not fall on 
the complainants. 

Cheryl M. Arcibal
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Judge orders 
arrest of 
Pinay for 
shabu
A judge ordered the arrest of a Filipina 
who failed to turn up in court for the hear-
ing of the two drug charges against her.

Deputy Magistrate Jacky Ip Kai-leung 
of the Eastern Magistrates’ Courts issued 
an arrest order against Gladys de Vera who 
did not appear on October 24 in court. De 
Vera’s cases were listed for mention.

At about 10 a.m., the duty lawyer told 
the court that they were calling the de-
fendant’s mobile phone, but she was not 
answering. 

Judge Ip then adjourned the hearing of 
her cases at 10:45 a.m. Then at 11:55 a.m., 
and with the defendant still not in court, 
the prosecutor asked Judge Ip to issue a 
warrant of arrest against De Vera.

On October 17,  Judge Ip  warned De 
Vera that she would have to stand trial 
without a legal representative if she failed 
again to seek the services of a duty lawyer.

The judge told  the defendant that he 
could not adjourn her trial forever and 
would have to represent herself in court.

“I went to the duty lawyer this morning, 
but they will not represent me,” De Vera 
told the court through an interpreter. 

The defendant’s trial was originally 
scheduled on October 3, but she sought an 
adjournment and asked for more time. 

De Vera then told the court that she 
would seek the service of a duty lawyer. 

However, on October 17, De Vera said 
she was unable to get in touch with the 
duty lawyer because she had work from 
Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

When asked what she wanted to do, the 
defendant asked for one more week so she 
could get in touch with the duty lawyer. 

De Vera said she would request a leave 
from her work so she could confer with the 
duty lawyer on October 20.

“But why did you not ask for a leave in 
the previous weeks?” Judge Ip said.

“[One of our staff members] was on 
leave and would be coming back on Octo-
ber 20,” De Vera said.

Judge Ip then instructed her to go to the 
Duty Lawyer Service. The magistrate also 
asked the interpreter to assist De Vera at 
the Duty Lawyer. After about an hour, ac-
companied by a duty lawyer, De Vera told 
the court that she paid the $540 handling 
fees.

De Vera was charged with possessing 
two plastic bags containing crystalline, 
methamphetamine hydrochloride in Wan 
Chai on March 25, 2016.

By Cheryl M. Arcibal

Shabu

Pinay fined $10K for stealing 
FDH’s wallet in Tsuen Wan
A Filipino domestic worker was fined 
$10,000 for stealing the wallet of a fel-
low helper in a remittance center in Tsuen 
Wan.

Magistrate Andrew Mok on October 
17 ordered Lorna C.M. to pay a fine of 
$10,000 after she admitted to stealing the 
wallet of Myrna S.M., 42, at Lik Sang Pla-
za. The victim’s wallet contained $5,164.

“I believe this court experience has 
taught you a very serious lesson. Theft is 
a very serious offense,” Mok told the de-
fendant, who was accompanied in court by 
her female employer.

“I take into account that this is not a 
case of pickpocketing but taking a prop-
erty that was left there. Therefore, I give 
you a chance and I’m imposing a fine of 
$10,000,” the magistrate said.

“You can pay the fine in two months’ 
time,” he added.

According the prosecution’s amended 

brief facts report on the case, the incident 
happened on the morning of August 7, a 
Sunday.

The amended report said Myrna left her 
purple purse at the counter of the remit-

tance center.  She returned later but dis-
covered that it was gone and so she report-
ed it to the police.

The purse also contained the victim’s 
HSBC bank card, a SanDisk memory 

card, a SIM card, and some papers.
The CCTV footage showed Lorna tak-

ing the purse at around 10:25 a.m. before 
leaving the remittance center.

The following day, a police officer was 
conducting an anti-crime patrol at a pri-
vate housing estate in Tsuen Wan when 
the officer saw Lorna.

Because she resembled the description 
of the woman who took the purse in the 
CCTV, Lorna was “intercepted for an in-
quiry,” the prosecutor said.

“(Lorna) confessed (to) stealing (the 
purse and its contents). Defendant was 
arrested and, under caution (and) with the 
assistance of (a Tagalog interpreter), she 
admitted the offense,” the prosecutor said.

She added that the purse and its con-
tents---including the $5,164 in cash---
were recovered from Lorna.

The defendant is 45 years old and is the 
sole bread winner of her family back in the 
Philippines.    

By Philip C. Tubeza

Tsuen Wan Magistracy
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Church oks cremation but… 
AS Catholics around the world mark All 
Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, the Vat-
ican has issued an instruction reminding 
the faithful that the ashes of their cremated 
loved ones should not be divided, kept at 
home, or scattered to the winds.

The instruction published by the Vat-
ican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith on October 25 reiterated the 
Church’s acceptance of cremation but 
reminded Catholics to take extra care of 
their loved one’s ashes, according to a re-
port from Vatican Radio.

“The Church continues to prefer the 
practice of burying the bodies of the de-
ceased, because this shows a greater es-
teem towards the deceased. Nevertheless, 
cremation is not prohibited, ‘unless it was 
chosen for reasons contrary to Christian 
doctrine’,” the Vatican said.

“The Church raises no doctrinal objec-
tions to this practice, since cremation of 
the deceased’s body does not affect his 
or her soul, nor does it prevent God, in 
his omnipotence, from raising up the de-
ceased body to new life,” it added.

The Vatican said the ashes of the de-
ceased should not be kept at home and 
should instead be “laid to rest in a sacred 
place.”

“The ashes of the faithful must be laid to 
rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery 
or, in certain cases, in a church or an area, 
which has been set aside for this purpose,” 
the Vatican said.

“The reservation of the ashes of the de-

parted in a sacred place ensures that they 
are not excluded from the prayers and re-
membrance of their family or the Chris-
tian community,” it said.

The Vatican said this also prevents the 
deceased from being forgotten, or their re-
mains from being shown a lack of respect, 
“which eventuality is possible, most espe-
cially once the immediately subsequent 
generation has too passed away.”

“Also, it prevents any unfitting or super-
stitious practices,” the Vatican said. 

“For the reasons given above, the con-
servation of the ashes of the departed in 
a domestic residence is not permitted,” it 
added. 

The Vatican said keeping the ashes at 
home can be done only in “grave and ex-
ceptional cases dependent on cultural con-
ditions” and with the permission of their 
bishop and the local bishops’ conference 
in their country.

“The ashes may not be divided among 
various family members and due respect 
must be maintained regarding the circum-
stances of such a conservation,” the Vati-
can said.

“In order that every appearance of pan-
theism, naturalism or nihilism be avoided, 
it is not permitted to scatter the ashes of 
the faithful departed in the air, on land, at 
sea or in some other way, nor may they be 
preserved in mementos, pieces of jewelry 
or other objects,” it added.

The Vatican said that if the ashes of the 
deceased are scattered “for reasons contra-
ry to the Christian faith,” he or she can be 
denied a Christian funeral.

By Peter Castillo

San Sebastian Church in Manila

High Court 
orders 
Pinay’s 
retrial
A High Court judge has ordered the 
retrial of a Filipino domestic worker 
convicted of taking up an illegal job 
in a hotel in Tsim Sha Tsui.

Deputy High Court Judge Johnny 
Chan granted the appeal of Neolita 
C. Quintos, 40, after determining 
that the magistrate who convicted 
her on February 25 wrongly put the 
burden of proof on her instead of the 
prosecution.

“In my judgment, the magistrate 
did err in law by first considering 
the evidence of the defence witness 
when there was no good reason to do 
so.  She also erred in law by placing 
a burden of proof on the defence,” 
Judge Chan said. 

“The (government) applies for re-
trial and the appellant has no objec-
tion to a retrial.  In my judgment, it 
is in the interests of justice that this 
case should be retried before another 
magistrate,” he said. 

“For the reasons given, I allow the 
appeal.  The conviction is quashed, 
sentence is set aside and I order the 
case be retried before another magis-
trate,” he added.

Quintos was arrested on Nov. 5, 
2015 after two officers from the 
Home Affairs Department carried 
out an undercover operation at the 
Rich Hotel on 11th Floor, Block E 
of Chungking Mansions, Tsim Sha 
Tsui. 

“They were greeted by (Quintos) 
outside the entrance to the hotel.  
(She) opened the door by entering a 
password on the electronic door pad 
installed on the main door.  After 
gaining entry into the hotel, (Quin-
tos) went to the reception counter 
located at the end of the corridor,” 
Judge Chan said.  

“There, she retrieved two electron-
ic door keys from two envelopes.  
The appellant then led (the two of-
ficers) to their respective rooms and 
introduced the basic facilities of the 
rooms to the witnesses,” he said.

They then returned to the recep-
tion, where Quintos was arrested 
after she received the marked money 
from the undercover officers.

Quintos did not testify during her 
trial but her friend, Mr Ho Chun-
wang Thomas, testified for the de-
fence.  Ho, who said he was one of 
the owners of the hotel,  testified that 
he came to know Quintos for over a 
year and they became close friends 
for over three months.  He allowed 
her access to the hotel by giving her 
the password for “the purpose of us-
ing the internet service only.”

By Philip C. Tubeza
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FDH charged for dropped glass wiper
A 30-year Filipino domestic helper is set 
to stand trial over causing an injury to an-
other person after the glass wiper she was 
using fell from the balcony of her employ-
er’s flat in Shau Kei Wan.

Jasmin L.G. on October 24 pleaded not 

guilty to “objects dropped from building” 
before Deputy Magistrate Simon Ho at the 
Eastern Magistrates’ Courts.

The prosecution alleged that at about 
11: 10 a.m. on August 9, 2016, while the 
defendant was cleaning the balcony of the 
flat at the 16th floor of Harmony Place in 
Shau Kei Wan, a glass wiper that she was 

using fell.
The glass wiper allegedly hit a 59-year-

old Chinese woman and was taken to a 
hospital where it was found that there was 
some tenderness and swelling on the side 
of her head.

The prosecution would be presenting 
three witnesses during the case’s trial.

Jasmin, who had no lawyer, meanwhile, 
said her witnesses would include the sis-
ter of her employer, and the “popo”, who 
accompanied the defendant in court. The 
old woman also stood up when Jasmin 
mentioned that she would be among the 

witnesses. 
The Filipino woman said when the glass 

wiper fell, she immediately went to re-
trieve it but she could not find it anymore. 

Judge Ho set Jasmin’s trial on Decem-
ber 1 at Court 9.

By Cheryl M. Arcibal

Airport police official 
wants CCTVs on airplanes
PHILIPPINE National Police Aviation Se-
curity Group (PNP-Avsegroup) is looking 
for the person who left a note in the lav-
atory of a Philippines Airlines flight and 
claimed that there was a bomb on board.

PNP-Avsegroup Director Chief Supt. 
Mao Aplasca said he will also recommend 
to the Civil Aeronautics Authority of the 
Philippines (CAAP) that it should require 
all airlines to install Close Circuit Televi-
sion (CCTV) in their aircraft.

“These can be accessed at real time dur-
ing an emergency situation,” Aplasca said.

He issued the statement after a pas-
senger left a note saying that there was a 
bomb on board PR-103 from Los Angeles 
hours before it landed at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (NAIA) on October 
20.

The flight had 333 passengers and eight 
crew members onboard, Aplasca said.

The PNP-Avsegroup chief said all 
threats are taken seriously, even if there 
are indications that it is a hoax.

“The safety and security of all passen-
gers on board the aircraft are of the utmost 
importance. With the help of CCTVs on 
an aircraft that can be accessed on the 
ground, we can see if what is going inside 

the aircraft even when it is midair,” Aplas-
ca said.

He added that they will file a case once 
they identify the passenger or passengers 
who left the note found in the lavatory of 
PAL flight PR103. 

The plane, a Boeing B777-300, was 
towed upon landing and parked at the 
NAIA Terminal 1 before it was combed 
for any explosives. 

The passengers’ bags were also thor-
oughly inspected.

Aplasca urged all airline passengers to 
avoid making any bomb joke or they will 
be charged with violating the Anti-Bomb 
Joke Law. 

PAL spokesperson Cielo Villaluna said 
while PR103 was approaching NAIA, a 
flight attendant who was inspecting one of 
the lavatories discovered the handwritten 
bomb threat.

The flight attendant immediately in-
formed flight Captain Lawana Nakar 
about the note. Nakar called PAL station 
control in Manila and requested priority 
landing due to the emergency situation.

After a thorough inspection, the Avseg-
roup later declared that the airplane had no 
explosives on board and that they would 
continue their investigation to identify the 
culprit behind the bomb joke.

By Bing Jabadan

PAL aircraft

Glass wiper



13HONGKONGNEWS.COM.HK         November 1, 2016



November 1, 2016         HONGKONGNEWS.COM.HK14 NEWS

on October 20 reported about the online 
petition.

 Catalla said the “safety clause” was 
necessary so domestic workers could be 
protected while performing their duties.

“Educating our workers would be part 
of the training, but if you rely only on the 
training, then the onus is with the work-
ers, which means na kapag nahulog siya, 
kasalanan niya? Paano halimbawa kung 
talagang delikado, kung nadulas o what-
ever? Sino ba ang gustong mahulog?” she 
said.

She cited a recent case where Labor At-
tache Jalilo dela Torre had to help rescue 
a Filipino domestic worker who was on a 
ledge and was so frightened that she could 
no longer move from her position.

“Tumawag lang sa amin iyong kasama 
niya kaya siya na-rescue. Ngayon, we 
are using the Singaporean model so ang 
feeling namin, if this can be done in Sin-
gapore, which has the same situation in 
Hong Kong, I don’t see any reason why 
it cannot be implemented here,” she said. 

However, Catalla acknowledged that 
they failed to take into consideration that 
some of the employers’ houses only had 
one floor or they had balconies or were lo-
cated in the lower floors of buildings.

“Pwede naman, so we put some consid-
erations. It’s a negotiation, but the main 
objective is to ensure the safety of every 
worker, every foreign domestic worker,” 
she said.

Asked about one of the group’s demand 
for Philippine authorities to monitor the 
quality of Filipino domestic workers here 
in Hong Kong, Catalla said that it would 
be impossible to do so. 

“We also don’t monitor the kind of em-

ployers that they give us. It’s the same. If 
it’s a one-on-one ratio, if we have 187,000 
workers, then we have something like 
187,000 employers and they and we just 
have to rely on what’s written on their 
CVs and profiles, until you get the expe-
rience directly from them,” Catalla added. 

Meanwhile, Eman Villanueva, spokes-
person of the Asian Migrants’ Coordi-
nating Body, slammed the online petition 
saying those who supported it were the 
same people who wanted to bring back 
“slavery” in Hong Kong.

“This is not surprising because they 
think that anything good for the foreign 
domestic workers are bad for employers. 
Akala nila atake ito sa kanila,” Villanueva 
said in a telephone interview.

He said foreign domestic workers were 
not demanding anything unreasonable, but 
only compliance with international labor 
standards. 

“Ano pa ba ang hahanapin nila? Prac-
tically they have full control whether to 
keep or terminate their domestic worker,” 
he said, adding that many employers do 
not share the view of the group that initiat-
ed the online petition. 

“It’s wrong to think that anything that 
is good for the workers is bad for the em-

ployers,” Villanueva said.   
In a statement on October 18, the PCG 

and the Labour Department agreed on 
two principles that would guide them in 
reaching a compromise on the proposed 
window-cleaning ban for FDHs in Hong 
Kong. 

The PCG said they agreed on two “in-
ternational best practices” that would 
guide both parties in formulating a pro-
vision to be included in FDH contracts in 
two weeks’ time. 

“Both parties agreed to revisit the exclu-
sion of window cleaning from the domes-
tic helper’s tasks guided by the following 
international best practices… which strike 
a balance between occupational safety and 
the employers’ concerns,” the PCG said.

The two principles are:  1. The employ-
er or a responsible adult representative of 
the employer is physically present to su-
pervise the worker; and 2. Window grilles 
have been installed and are locked at all 
times during the cleaning process. 

“It was also agreed that programs for 
education, training, and public awareness 
on occupational safety will be undertaken 
by the Labour Department on this matter,” 
the PCG said.

The PCG said that they agreed that the 
safety of the workers “is paramount, and 
under no circumstances should an em-
ployer subject a domestic worker to un-
safe working conditions and tasks.”

Labatt Dela Torre earlier announced 
that, starting October 15, new contracts 
for Filipino domestic workers should in-
clude the following clause: For safety pur-
poses, cleaning the exterior of windows is 
not a part of the domestic helper’s duties.”

The PCG came out with the policy after 
several incidents of FDHs falling to their 
deaths while cleaning windows. 

From page 1

ConGen...

Catalla
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Amazing Amsterdam
CANNABIS, canals and carnal pursuits 
pretty much sum up the tourist’s image of 
Amsterdam. And you really can’t blame 
them when Google serves up Tips for 
Getting Stoned like a Pro or Best Places 
for Cannabis Shopping when you type in 
“Amsterdam travel.” 

In the capital of the Netherlands, you 
will learn the big difference between a 
coffeeshop, which sells weed, and a cof-
fee shop, which offers coffee. You will 
see prostitution in a different light at the, 
well, Red Light District, and realize how 
everything is strictly business in this part 
of the world, just as it has been hundreds 
of years ago when the merchant city was 
built.

But Amsterdam has Van Gogh, Rem-

brandt and Anne Frank, too. If, like me, 
you have little interest in smoking joints, 
fret not—you can still experience a high in 
Amsterdam. The city is loaded with inter-
esting streets, colorful flea markets, great 
museums and cool places to just chill and 
watch those happy folk go by. 

Despite what people might think—with 
Amsterdam’s anything-goes attitude—
safety is not an issue here. According to 
The Economist’s Safe Cities Index 2015, 
Amsterdam is the fifth safest city in the 
world.

True enough, Amsterdam had some of 
the friendliest people we’ve encountered 
during our tour of several European cit-
ies. Always, someone would be willing 
to help you with directions or greet you 
on the tram (never mind that they would 
say “Ni Hao!” thinking we were Chinese). 

At the Hotel NH Museum Quarter, where 
we stayed, the front desk lady was so nice 
she even mailed a package for me after we 
have checked out. 

Besides befriending Amsterdammers, 
here are other nice things you can do in 
one of the world’s greatest small cities: 
Get on a bike

The one thing you can’t escape in Am-
sterdam are bikes – almost a million of 

them. According to Amsterdamfaq.com, 
there are more bikes (881,000) than peo-
ple (742,000) or cars (263,000) in Amster-
dam. That’s not hard to believe, consider-
ing most residents have two bikes each. 
Add to that the 12,000- 15,000 bikes be-
ing fished up from city’s canals every year, 
thanks to drunk driving and parking.

You can either rent a bike during your 
stay or join a bike tour of the city. Either 

way, you will feel like a local because 
bikers own the roads in Amsterdam. In 
the city, bikes account for 50 percent of 
traffic. 
Join a (not entirely) free walking tour 

If biking isn’t your thing, then just take a 
walk. Amsterdam is famous for its streets, 
and there are a number of free walking 
tours to guide you in exploring them. 
Most of the tours assemble at Dam Square 

By Cheri Vera

Take a romantic cruise through Amsterdam’s numerous canals.
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in the morning. While they are advertised 
as “free,” the walking tours “encourage” 
participants to give a tip of at least 10 eu-
ros each.  

That’s worth knowing Amsterdam’s his-
tory and culture as you walk along the fa-
mous De 9 Straatjes (Nine Streets) and the 
Jordaan guided by locals. They will show 
you where you can score free wine-tast-
ing, buy authentic Holland cheese and find 
good second-hand books. 

Most tours will also take you through 
the Red Light District where you may still 
find prostitutes working in the morning. 
Try not to stare, and whatever you do, do 
NOT take their pictures. Those scantily 
dressed seductresses on the display win-
dow are allowed by law to smash your 
camera. 
Don’t miss Anne Frank

Amsterdam has more than 70 muse-

ums, but the most important ones are the 
Rijksmuseum, which contains over 8,000 
works by masters including Rembrandt, 
Vermeer and Rubens; the Van Gogh Mu-
seum, which has the largest collection of 
Van Gogh’s work; and the Stedelijk Mu-
seum, which has one of the richest collec-
tions of modern art in the world. 

Nothing, however, will tug at your heart 
like the Anne Frank House, which tells the 
story of Anne Frank, the Jewish girl whose 
diary chronicled their years of hiding from 
the Nazis with the help of Dutch friends. 
The house on Prinsengracht that once hid 
the Franks and two other Jewish families 
is now a museum. Book online because 
tickets run out months ahead. 
Take a romantic canal cruise

Amsterdam has 165 canals, and with the 
exception of the stinking ones in the Red 
Light District, they are the reason Amster-

dam is known as one of the most romantic 
cities in Europe. If you can afford those 
pricey hotels along the canal ring, in-
scribed as a Unesco World Heritage Site, 
then by all means, stay in one. Otherwise, 
book a canal cruise. 

It’s one of the best ways to experience 
Amsterdam and see its centuries-old 
buildings in the old town, which Nation-
al Geographic has described as “one of 
Europe’s best preserved, photogenic, and 
intact historic city centers.”
Okay, fine, go to a coffeeshop

Just to be clear, it’s legal to buy mari-
juana at coffeeshops in Amsterdam, but 
smoking it in public is illegal (although 
hardly enforced). Most coffeeshops allow 
you to smoke in their premises, but it’s 
best to ask just the same. Also, the legal 
limit for marijuana purchase is five grams 
per person.

The art scene Take a bike ride to see the city People watching

One of the best preserved cities in Europe
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Oath-taking of 2 Legco 
members deferred
LEGISLATIVE Council (Legco) presi-
dent Andrew Leung deferred the oath-tak-
ing of two would-be opposition lawmak-
ers after the government took legal action 
against them.  

Leung said on October 25 that he de-
cided to defer the administration of oath 
for Sixtus Leung Chung-hang and Yau 
Wai-ching, members of the localist group 
Youngspiration, until the High Court rules 
on the government petition.

“I find that there are justifiable grounds 
for me to defer placing the administration 
of oath or affirmation for (Leung and Yau) 
until the Court has made a decision on the 
judicial review application,” Leung said.

The two would-be lawmakers need to 
take their oath again because the oaths 
they took on October 12 were declared 
invalid after they used “offensive words” 
against China.

The government asked the High Court 
to intervene and prevent the two from re-

taking their oath, alleging that Leung and 
Yau violated the territory’s Basic Law.

Leung initially ruled on October 18 
that the two could retake their oath but 
the pro-establishment camp in the Legco 
asked him to defer it until the High Court 
hands down its ruling. 

 “At the Council meeting of October 19, 
as soon as I called upon (Leung) to take 
the oath, 39 members belonging to the 
pro-establishment camp left the chamber.  
As a quorum was not present, I adjourned 
the meeting,” Leung said.

“Members belonging to the pro-estab-

lishment camp requested I should not 
administer the oath or affirmation by (Le-
ung) and (Yau) until after the court deci-
sion on the judicial review (comes out),” 
he added.

The Legco president said it was his duty 
to ensure that he exercises his powers in 
accordance with the Basic Law.

“I note with grave concern the avowed 
intention of the members in the pro-estab-
lishment camp to forestall the taking of 
oath or affirmation by the two members at 
all costs,” Leung said.

“If I were to continue to place the 
oath-taking of Mr. Leung and Ms. Yau on 
the agenda, the most probable outcome 
would be that the operation of LegCo 
would come to a complete halt,” he said.

“As President, I must consider the over-
all interest of LegCo as a law-making in-
stitution. It is my constitutional duty to en-
sure the effective discharge of the powers 
and functions of LegCo, and the orderly, 
fair and proper conduct of council meet-
ings,” he added.

By Peter Castillo

Typhoon Haima hits HK
MORE than 700 flights were cancelled and 200 
people evacuated after Typhoon Haima hit Hong 
Kong on October 21.

The Hong Kong Observatory raised the No. 8 
Storm Signal as the typhoon lashed the territory 
with strong winds and torrential rain. 

The Airport Authority reported that a total of 
738 flights were cancelled and delayed as of 5 
p.m. on October 21.

The Home Affairs Department said at least 
219 people sought refuge at the temporary shel-

ters it opened while the 1823 Government Call 
Centre received 197 reports of fallen trees.

The Hospital Authority reported that seven 
men and six women, aged between 22 and 94,  
sought medical treatment at  accident and emer-
gency departments in public hospitals during the 
typhoon.

The government said it did not receive any re-
port of flooding or landslide caused by the tropi-
cal cyclone. Typhoon Haima lashed Hong Kong 
after ravaging northern Philippines.    P. Castillo 

Banker tried for killing two Indonesians
A British banker who was allegedly 
hooked on illegal drugs pleaded not guilty 
to the murders of two young Indonesian 
women in Wan Chai in 2014.

Defendant Rurik Jutting, 31, instead 
insisted that he is guilty only of man-
slaughter. The High Court is trying him 
for the killing of Sumarti Ningsih, 23, and 
Seneng Mujiashi, 26, in October 2014. 

Musjiashi came to Hong Kong to work as 
a domestic helper.

Toxicologist Lau Fei-lung told the jury 
on October 26 that Jutting consumed the 
equivalent of three grams of cocaine a day 
and took the illegal drugs together with al-
cohol and energy drinks.

“He had a liberal use of alcohol with 
three to four bottles of wine a day, al-

lowing him to use a huge amount of (co-
caine),” Lau said.

“Three or four bottles of wine daily 
would result in many social drinkers fall-
ing into a coma,” he added.

On October 25, the jury was shown a 
graphic video, which Jutting filmed on his 
phone, in which the defendant admitted to 
raping and killing Ningsih.

Legco
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Diplomat says DU30’s  
words can hurt jobs
WASHINGTON’S top envoy for Asia has 
warned that the “controversial statements” 
of President Rodrigo Duterte as well as his 
bloody war on drugs will have adverse ef-
fects on the country’s business climate.

“This is not a positive trend,” US As-
sistant Secretary of State Daniel Russel 
during his visit to the Philippines which 
came days after Duterte declared that  he 
is separating from the United States, the 
country’s top trading partner and long-
time ally.

Russel, who did not seek a courtesy 
call with Duterte as has been the tradition 
whenever high-level officials visit the 
country, said he told Foreign Affairs Sec-
retary Perfecto Yasay that some “friends” 
are also concerned about reports of extra-
judicial killings in relation to the govern-
ment’s anti-narcotics war.

“Your friends are also concerned about 
the loss of life, in connection with the 

counter-narcotics campaign,” he said.
“Now we strongly support the effort 

against the scourge of drugs. And I ex-
plained the ways the US can and does 
assist the Philippines in protecting your 
communities against the danger of illegal 
drugs that flow into your country from 
overseas. But I also reiterated the impor-
tance that we place and that others place 
on due process and respect for the rights of 
citizens as an important part of protecting 

communities as well,” Russel added.
The US envoy said the killings have 

caused a “growing uncertainty” that is bad 
for business.

While Yasay assured Russel that 
Duterte’s anti-US remarks should be taken 
in the context of charting an independent 
foreign policy and not literally about cut-
ting ties, the President took exception to 
warnings that the business environment is 
being affected by his anti-drug campaign.

By Maia Lopez

Drug lord nabbed in UAE
TOP Eastern Visayas drug lord Rolando 
Kerwin Espinosa Jr. was arrested in Abu 
Dhabi after a tip from a concerned over-
seas Filipino worker who got wind of his 
presence prompted the international po-
lice organization Interpol to send a “red 
notice” to their counterparts. 

Espinosa is the son of Rolando Espi-
nosa, Sr., the mayor of Albuera town in 
Leyte.

He has been linked by President Rodri-
go Duterte to a multi-billion peso illegal 
drug trade in the country that also alleg-
edly involved government and police 
officials as well as some members of the 

judiciary.
Police said the younger Espinosa had 

undergone plastic surgery to make him 
look younger and changed his name to 
conceal his identity.

According to his Abu Dhabi travel 
agent, he traveled under the name of “Ro-
lan Espinosa.”

The travel agent said Espinosa and his 
family applied for a three-month visa. He 
was with his wife and three children when 
they arrived in Abu Dhabi in September.

Philippine Ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates Constancio Vingno Jr. said 
Espinosa, also known as “Boss K” among 
drug dealers, must have had help from an 
Abu Dhabi resident.

By Maia Lopez

Domestic workers in Ilocos get wage hike
DOMESTIC workers in Ilocos Region will get a 
pay hike after the regional wage board issued an 
order increasing their salaries.

The Regional Tripartite Wages and Productiv-
ity Board (RTWPB) set the monthly minimum 
wage of domestic workers in Region I cities and 
first class municipalities at P3,500 and at P2,500 
for those in other municipalities. 

The RTWPB-I decided to adjust the minimum 
wages of domestic workers after it conducted 
regionwide consultations and public hearings in 
June and July to enable them to cope with the 

rising cost of living. 
Republic Act No. 10361, or an Act Instituting 

Policies for the Protection and Welfare of Do-
mestic Workers or Batas Kasambahay, which 
took effect on February 10, 2013, mandates a 
P2,500 monthly minimum wage for domestic 
workers in Metro Manila; P2,000 for those in 
cities and first class municipalities, and P1,500 in 
other municipalities. 

The law directs the Wage Boards to review 
and if proper, determine and adjust the minimum 
wage rates of domestic workers one year from its 

effectivity and periodically thereafter. 
Covered by the wage order are domestic work-

ers, whether on a live-in or live-out arrangements 
such as, but not limited to, general househelp, 
yaya, cook, gardener, laundry person or any per-
son who regularly performs domestic work in 
one household on an occupational basis. 

On the other hand, service providers, family 
drivers, children under foster family arrange-
ments and persons who perform work occasion-
ally or sporadically and not on an occupational 
basis are excluded from said order. 

Russel
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154 stranded Saudi OFWs return home
A total of 154 stranded overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) from Saudi Arabia were 
repatriated back to Manila on October 25.

The OFWs arrived at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport on board Saudi Air-
lines flight SV 872 at around 1:30 p.m.

President  Duterte had ordered the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and the De-

partment of Labor and Employment to 
bring home the stranded OFWs in Saudi.

Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello III  
went to Riyadh and  created a composite 
team  that   to  assess the condition of the 
stranded OFWs and ascertain their  needs, 
including  repatriation.

In a span of almost four months, the 

Duterte administration has repatriated a 
total of 2,031 OFWs. The figure covers 
the period from July 2016 to October 24, 
2016.  

Meanwhile, Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA) has extended 
its Relief Assistance Program (RAP) to 
18,255 stranded  OFWs, disbursing a total 

of P400,804,031.06.
These OFWs  include those who are 

still in Riyadh, Jeddah, and Al Khobar and 
those who had been  repatriated.

RAP also provided to 10,846 families 
with a total sum of P68.516 million. The 
total cost for the financial aid from the 
last week of July 2016 up to October 21 

reached P469.32 million.
The OWWA Augmentation Team  was 

sent to the kingdom to assist in the pro-
cessing of RAP applications and distribute 
food and hygiene kits, worth P2.31 mil-
lion to 13,245 OFWs. The agency also 
spent P1.54 million from July to October 
21 for post- repatriation service. 

By Bing R. Jabadan

Congress to 
approve P2K 
SSS pension 
increase
THE House committee on government en-
terprises and privatization will approve by 
November 15 a P2,000 across-the-board 
increase in the monthly pension under the 
Social Security System.

Rep. Jesus N. Sacdalan (1st District, 
North Cotabato), committee chairman, 
said they will approve the committee re-
port with or without the presence of SSS 
officials on Nov. 15. The absence of in-
vited SSS officials during the hearing last 
Oct. 18 delayed the panel approval of the 
committee report.

Sacdalan said the committee approved 
the 16 bills last Sept. 7, after which the 
panel referred them to the committee on 
appropriations chaired by Rep. Karlo 
Alexei B. Nograles (1st District, Davao 
City) for their funding provision.

“The proposals then were given back 
to us after the appropriations commit-
tee acted on them. We are done with the 
committee report and it is only a matter of 
approving it on Nov. 15,” said Sacdalan.

Rep. Gus S. Tambunting (2nd District, 
Parañaque City) said there is no justifiable 
reason to further delay the approval of the 
committee report as the P2,000 SSS pen-
sion hike proposal was approved by both 
the Senate and the House during the 16th 
Congress. He said the proposal was vetoed 
by former President Aquino.

“The bill has priority status this 17th 
Congress. This was thoroughly studied 
by both the Senate and the House during 
the 16th Congress. So whether or not the 
SSS officials will show up on Nov. 15, we 
need to discuss and vote on the committee 
report of the pension hike bills so it can 
already proceed thereafter to the plenary,” 
said Tambunting.

By Maia Lopez

Congress
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Sariling panlabas na polisiya
DALAWANG pangyayari sa bansa na 
may ugnayan ang tumatak sa akin.

Una ay ang pandarahas sa mga katutu-
bo na nag-protesta sa harap ng US Em-
bassy bilang pagsuporta sa panawagan ng 
isang independent foreign policy.

Nakita natin ang mga larawan at napa-
nood na natin ang mga video kabilang na 
ang intensyunal na pananagasa ng isang 
police van at ilan beses na paghataw sa 
ulo sa isa sa mga drayber ng jeep. Iyong 
pulis na nanagasa, nakunan muli ng litra-
to na sinabunutan ang isang katutubo na 
nakasakay na nga sa jeep!

Bakit nga ba sila nag-Lakbayan sa 
Maynila? Para sa kanilang karapatan 
sa sariling pagpapasya. Bahagi nito ay 
ang pagpapa-alis sa mga militar na na-
ka-kampo sa kanilang mga komunidad at 
ang pagpapatigil sa pagmimina ng mga 
malalaking dayuhang korporasyon sa ka-
nilang lupang ninuno.

Akala ng iba sa atin, ayos na ang la-

gay ng mga katutubo. Pero ilang linggo 
lang ang nakararaan, dalawang Lumad 
ang pinatay ng mga pinaghihinalaang 
elemento ng militar dahil pa rin sa patu-
loy nilang paglaban sa banyaga at mana-
panirang pagmimina sa kanilang lupang 
ninuno.

Subalit sa halip na igalang ang karap-
atan nilang mag-protesta, dahas ang in-
iharap sa kanila ng mga pulis na tipong 
mas seryoso pang proteksyunan ang em-
bahada ng US kaysa sa buhay ng mga 
katutubo.

Ilang araw lang matapos ang nang-
yaring ito, pumutok naman sa balita ang 
pahayag ni Pang. Rodrigo Duterte ng 
pagbitiw sa hindi pantay na relasyon ng 
Pilipinas at ng Amerika. Parang over-
night, naging usapan kada kanto ang 
matagal nang problemadong relasyon ng 
Pilipinas sa US.

Sa mga katutubo, ang karapatan sa sar-
iling pagpapasya ay mahalaga para sig-

uruhin ang kanilang komprehensibong 
karapatan. Para sa lahat ng mamamayang 
Pilipino – katutubo, Moro, o hindi – itong 
independent foreign policy  naman na si-
nusulong ni Pres. Duterte ay mahalagang 
prinsipyo at na mainam na aralin at itu-
lak.

Ang ibig sabihin ng “independent” ay 
ang pakikitungo sa lahat ng bansa na nag-
sisimula lagi sa interes ng ating bayan, 
hindi ang interes ng mga tinagurian nat-
ing “kaibigan” pero di-pantay naman 
ang relasyong pinapapagana.  US man o 
China o Russia ang ating kaugnay, ang 
mahalaga ay ang kabutihan ng Pilipino at 
ng Pilipinas ang unang kunsiderasyon ng 
sarili nating pamahalaan. The Philippines 
First, ika nga. 

Panahon na para parehong itanghal ng 
mga Pilipino ang mga prinsipyo ng saril-
ing kapasyahan at ang independent for-
eign policy. Bahagi ang mga ito sa pag-
babagong ninanais natin.

Norman Uy 
CarnayCurrents

Editorial
Pivot

Health Alert
Gastroentiritis

GASTROENTERITIS is an inflammation 
of the stomach and intestines (both small 
and large). Viral gastroenteritis is an infec-
tion caused by a variety of viruses which 
occurs more commonly during cooler 
months of the year. The most common 
viruses that cause gastroenteritis are nor-
ovirus and rotavirus.

Norovirus infection typically causes 
acute gastroenteritis. It is also a common 
cause of food poisoning and is usually 
related to consumption of raw or under-
cooked shellfish. 

Norovirus can also cause outbreaks 
of acute gastroenteritis in settings where 
people are staying close together such as 
schools, elderly homes, hotels and cruise 
ships. 

The disease affects people of all age 
groups and tends to be more common dur-
ing winter. The virus is previously known 
as “Norwalk-like viruses”.

The disease is characterised by nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal pain, low-
grade fever and malaise. A person usually 
develops symptoms 12 – 48 hours after 
being exposed to norovirus. The symp-
toms are usually self-limiting, most peo-
ple will get better within 1 – 3 days.

The infection can be transmitted via the 

following ways:
• by food or water contaminated with the 

virus; 
• by contact with vomitus or faeces from 

infected persons; 
• by contact with contaminated objects; 

or 
• by aerosol spread with contaminated 

droplets of splashed vomitus. 
Given adequate fluids to prevent dehy-

dration and supportive treatment, the 
patient usually recovers within 1 – 3 
days. Antibiotics are of no value in 
treatment.

Currently, there is no vaccine available to 
prevent norovirus infection. Members 
of the public are advised to:

• maintain high standards of personal, 
food and environmental hygiene, 

• wash hands with liquid soap and water 
before handling food and eating, after 
going to toilet and after changing dia-
per, 

• carefully wash fruits and vegetables 
before preparing and eating them, 

• cook all food, particularly shellfish, 
thoroughly before consumption, 

• refrain from work or school, and seek 
medical advice if one is suffering from 
vomiting or diarrhoea.

PRESIDENT Rody Duterte brought home 
$24 billion worth of investment promises 
and projects after his visit from China. 
This is all well and good.

We also take note that he insisted (pub-
licly at least) that the Philippines will not 
budge on Scarborough (Panatag) Shoal 
and will insist that it belongs to Filipinos.

This is the President’s pivot to China 
and we encourage his plans for the Phil-
ippines to take an “independent course” in 
its foreign policy.

We should all remember that we lost 
Panatag because the Philippines withdrew 
our forces from the shoal in 2012 after the 
Americans told us that the Chinese would 
also fall back. 

But when the Chinese remained, the 
Americans did nothing. 

That should give us a lesson, especially 
when Americans say that they are drawing 
red lines in the sand, particularly in the 
South China Sea.

But the President should also be mind-
ful of his language. While he may have 
a personal grudge against the American 
government, he should not drag the entire 
country in what is turning out to be his 
personal fight with the US.

Mr. President, the Philippines can still 
win new friends (like China) without los-
ing old allies (like the US). 

You can still do a pivot without making 
new enemies. 

Dear Editor
Dear Hong Kong News,

Magandang araw po sa inyo diyan sa Hong Kong News. 
Nais ko lamang pong ibahagi ang aking naging karanasan 
sa BM Online nang nagbakasyon ako sa Pilipinas nitong 
Oktubre.

Mabilis na po ang proseso kapag registered ka na sa BM 
Online dahil hindi ka na dadaan sa POEA para matatakan 
ang iyong OEC. Wala na ngang OEC kasi puro online na.

Pero gusto ko lang ipaalala sa ating mga kababayan na 
gumagamit na ng BM Online na tandaan ang kanilang OEC 
number na lalabas sa BM Online account nila matapos 
makakuha ng exemption dahil hihingin pa rin ito sa check-

in counter.
Ito po ang nangyari sa akin nang magcheck-in ako sa 

counter ng Cebu Pacific sa NAIA Terminal 3 noong Oktubre 
24.  Mabuti na lamang at meron pa akong load para mag-on-
line kasi wala naman akong printout nung OEC number.

Kaya ayun, mga kababayan. Kung gamit po ninyo ang 
inyong mga smartphone habang nag-aapply ng OEC exemp-
tion sa BM Online, kunan niyo na lang ng picture yung OEC 
number na lalabas para ipakita sa check-in counter.

Isa pa pong paalala. Dapat meron din kayong photocopy 
ng inyong visa dahil hihingin naman ito para sa refund sa 
terminal fee.

Nang dumaan ako sa refund counter, may xerox machine 
sila at libre na ginawan ng photocopy yung visa ko.

Pero sabi nung babae, next time daw ay dapat may dala na 
akong xerox copy ng visa ko. Baka manigil na sila sa susunod 
kaya sana naman alisin na ni Pangulong Duterte yang panin-
ingil ng terminal fee dyan sa NAIA.

Natanggal nga ang tanim-bala pero patuloy pa rin sila sa 
paniningil ng terminal fee sa ating mga OFW na labag na-
man sa batas. Yun lang po at more power po sa inyo sa Hong 
Kong News.

                                                          Maraming salamat, 
Pedro T. ng North Point
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Russian students learn tinikling
WITH President Duterte wanting closer 
ties with Russia, some Russian students 
have tried to learn the tinikling, the pop-
ular Philippine folk dance.

The Philippine Embassy in Moscow, in 
cooperation with the National Commis-
sion for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) of 
the Philippines, organized a lecture on 

Philippine folk dances at the Institute of 
Asian and African Studies of the Moscow 
State University (MSU) on October 14 to 
promote Philippine dances and culture.

The lecture-demo was conducted by 
Ronnie B. Mirabuena of the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines for MSU stu-
dents specializing in Filipino and other 

Southeast Asian languages. 
Also in attendance were Prof. Elena 

Frolova, Senior Professor on Philippine 
Philology, and Prof. Evgenia Kukushki-
na, Head of the Philology Department for 
Southeast Asia, South Korea, and Mongo-
lia.

Mr. Mirabuena’s lecture, titled “The Fil-

ipino Character as Portrayed in Philippine 
Dances”, provided an overview of the his-
tory of Philippine dance with special focus 
on folk dances ranging from ethnic to for-
eign-influenced.  

The highlight was a demonstration of 
the tinikling, one of the most iconic Phil-
ippine folk dances from Leyte.

By Maia Lopez

Somali 
pirates free 5 
Pinoys
SOMALI pirates have freed five Filipi-
no seafarers who were held captive since 
2012.

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
Undersecretary for Migrant Workers’ Af-
fairs Jesus I. Yabes, met the five seafarers 
at the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport 
upon arrival in Nairobi on October 25 af-
ter four and a half years of captivity in the 
hands of Somali pirates.

“We are pleased that the five Filipinos 
are now with us and that they are safe. We 
have scheduled them for medical tests and 
psychological debriefing to at least start 
their way to a full recovery from this or-
deal,” Yabes said.

Yabes was joined by Philippine Embas-
sy in Nairobi Chargé d’Affaires Uriel Nor-
man R. Garibay and other DFA officials. 

The DFA identified the seafarers as 
Arnel Pregellana Balbero, Elmer Salva-
dor Balbero, Antonio Auxtero Libres, Jr., 
Edwas Akes Tininggal Jr., and Ferdinand 
Jacinto Dalit.

There were among the 29-man crew of 
the Omani-flagged FV Naham 3 that was 
hijacked on March 26, 2012 while they 
were sailing the Indian Ocean, some 65 
nautical miles south of Seychelles. 

The crew also included Cambodian, 
Chinese, Indonesian, Taiwanese, and Viet-
namese seafarers. 

Of the 29 seamen, one died during the 
hijacking while two others succumbed to 
illnesses while in captivity.

Efforts for their release began imme-
diately, with Oceans Beyond Piracy, a 
project of One Earth Future Foundation, 
spearheading the negotiations. 

However, due to several security issues 
and the “multi-national component of the 
case,” it took a long time for the case to be 
resolved, the DFA said.

The five Filipinos were officially turned 
over to Undersecretary Yabes and the DFA 
after undergoing medical checkups.

By Maia Lopez

Russian students

The freed seafarers
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EMERGENCY
Hong Kong Observatory  
(Weather) 2835 1473
Police, Fire Services, Hospitals 999
Police Report Hotline 2527 7177

PHILIPPINE CONSULATE
For emergency cases, call or text:
Assistance to Nationals 9155 4023
Labor   6080 8323
OWWA 6345 9324
SSS 2823 8552
Pag-Ibig 2823 8561
Consulate Trunkline 2823 8500
Office Fax:  2866 9885
Email: hongkongpc@philcongen-hk.com
Website: http://philcongen-hk.com/
Facebook: Philippine Consulate General 
in Hong Kong

Hong Kong GOVERNMENT 
Independent Commission Against 
Corruption 2526 6366
Central Government 2835 2500
Complaint Against Police 2866 7700
 2200 4460 to 62
Consumer Rights Hotline 2929 2222
Department of Health 2961 8989
Equal Opportunities Commission
                                                2511 8211
Immigration 2824 6111
Labour Department 2717 1771
Legal Aid  2537 7677
Race Relations Unit 2810 3203
Social Welfare 2343 2255
Transport 2804 2600
Postal Hotline 2921 2222

NON-GOVERNMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS
Asia-Pacific Mission for Migrants 
                                                2723 7536
Asian Migrant Center 2312 0031
Christian Action - Shine Center
                                                3188 4555
Diocesan Pastoral Center for Filipinos 
(and other Asian Migrants and  Ethnic 
Minorities) 2526 4249
Alliance of Progressive Labor 2770 0411                   
Bayanihan Trust Centre 2817 8928
Filipino Migrant Workers Union
9104-1411; 9758-5935
Hong Kong Christian Service - CHEER Ce
nter                                     3755 6811
International Social Services  2836 3598
Mission for Migrant Workers 2522 8264
The Bethune House 2721 3119
Enrich Hong Kong                     2386 5811
Helpers for Domestic Helpers  2523 4020
United Filipinos in Hong Kong 3156 2447

AIRPORT AND AIRLINES
Airport Inquiry 2181 8888
Cathay Pacific Airways 2747 5000
Cebu Pacific Air 2722 0609
Philippine Airlines 2301 9300

Emergency Hotlines
Numbers To Remember GALLERY

Mommy Sonia with Culinary Arts Centre students who are taking up 
Asian and Western cooking. For more enquiries, please call 28507724 
or 28507714.

Carina Emmanuel won a Kata C1 during the Filipino Food Fiesta of the  
Kowloon International Baptist Church in Kowloon Tong on October 
16. The fiesta was part of the church’s International Day.  

CARD MRI 
graduation
GRADUATES of CARD MRI OFW 
Foundation (Hong Kong) programs can 
look forward to having their training ac-
credited and recognized by the Technical 
Education and Skills Development Au-
thority (TESDA).

Rex Aguado, CARD OFW HK chair-
man, said they were working out an ar-
rangement with TESDA to recognize the 
foundation’s courses as valid training 
courses, allowing graduates to take the 
TESDA exam so they could secure certifi-
cates of their skills.

The arrangement could start next year.
“Ang objective niyan is to give the grad-

uates a certification to apply for jobs, ap-
ply for loans and to show certification that 
they’re qualified because they have done 
the training,” Aguado told Hong Kong 
News after the graduation ceremony.

CARD OFW Hong Kong is set to hold 
on November 20 another Financial Liter-
acy Workshop. 

For reservation and inquiries, please 
contact 95296392 and 54238196. 

By Cheryl M. Arcibal 

Keep learning, CAC grads told 
THEY have completed courses to further 
their skills, but they should strive to con-
tinue learning.

This was the message of Administrator 
Jimmy L. Dator to the 310 students who 
took up and completed various courses at 
the Culinary Arts Centre. 

CAC’s 23rd Graduation Ceremony was 
held on October 2, 2016 at the Regal Hong 
Kong Hotel in Causeway Bay.

“As a good father of the CAC Family, 
it is my earnest wish to see you all grow, 
prosper and succeed in your lifetime.

“I therefore admonish you to further 
pursue studies not just in culinary arts but 
in other fields to make you more versatile 

in meeting the growing challenges and sad 
realities of life nowadays,” Dator said.

He added that whatever venture the 
graduates may want to pursue in the fu-
ture, he wishes them “more courage and 
greater ideals and noble aspiration to serve 
God, country, and fellowmen.”

Bel Bacani, Sales & Marketing Manag-
er of Hong Kong News, who was the guest 
speaker echoed Dator’s message, saying 
that the graduates should not stop improv-
ing themselves.

She cited the famous quote of Ap-
ple founder Steve Jobs who once told 
Stanford graduates to “stay hungry, stay 
foolish”, alluding to the willingness and 
determination to keep learning and keep 
chasing dreams. 

By Ally Constantino 

Bacani (wearing black) with one of 
the CAC’s graduating classes Chef Jay with the CAC graduates
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Celebrating 
Christmas 
The Pinoy 
Way
THE last quarter of the year marks an 
exciting time for Filipinos working 
abroad. As soon as the “ber months” 
enter the calendar, shopping districts 
become busier, Christmas gifts are 
being bought and like a true tradi-
tional OFW, balikbayan boxes are 
starting to get filled up. 

Since many of our OFWs in Hong-
Kong wouldn’t be able to spend 
Christmas with their families back 
at home, most of them express their 
love through sending balikbayan 
boxes filled with gifts for their fam-
ilies. This inspired BM Express to 
bring its services to this side of the 
world, striving to bridge the gap be-
tween Hong Kong and Philippines 
by making sure all their balikbayan 
boxes are tightly packed and safely 
delivered to their families in the Phil-
ippines.  

From the traditional balikbayan 
box sent via sea cargo (available in 
various sizes), it also offers parcel 
delivery via air cargo for faster arriv-
al, perfect for small items like doc-
uments that needs to be sent ASAP. 
On top of its high quality customer 
service, BM Express boasts of its 
lowest shipment rates making it 
the most affordable in Hong Kong. 
What an early Christmas gift to our 
hard-working kababayans!

BM Express has launched its new-
est office right at the center of Hon-
Kong to cater to our modern heroes 
to help them send their love and sup-
port, and make them feel connected 
to their loved ones especially in this 
yuletide season. Staying true to its 
promise of connecting people, BM 
Express has been consistently com-
petitive in the courier business to en-
sure overall quality service, bridging 
the distance between Filipinos and 
their relatives back home in the Phil-
ippines. 

With 25 years of experience in the 
business, BM Express has earned the 
trust of Overseas Filipino families 
from Australia, New Zealand and 
now, Hong Kong. 

Truly, Christmas is just around 
the corner and for our fellow Filipi-
nos working abroad, the best way to 
celebrate and prepare for this joyous 
season is to send love and spread 
happiness. 

BM Express’ Manila warehouse

HS Finance marks its 23rd year  
with three-month celebration 
HS Finance & Credit Co., Ltd is celebrat-
ing its 23rd anniversary with fun and re-
ward as themes for their celebration.

Paulina Ko Kwan, HS Finance general 
manager, said from October to December, 
the lending company will be giving away 
three iPhone 7 (128 GB), and 30 Samsung 
J1 (2016) mobile phones to its customers 
who have availed of loan within three 
months, and VIP members.

Besides the lucky draws, Kwan said HS 
Finance also lined up double referral com-
mission, barbecue gatherings, and other 
quarterly activities both for their Filipino 
and Indonesian clients. The lucky draws 
will be held on November 7, 2016, De-
cember 5, 2016, and January 9, 2017.

Customers who visit their seven branch-
es are also treated to “fun and joy” through  
games to cheer them up or choices from 
the gift cabinet for their bonus point re-

demption.
“If they’re getting a loan, they have a 

free gift. We want to provide them a good 
place of relaxation when they come to us. 
Our sale and admin staff members are also 
acquainted with over 10,000 hours of ex-
periences to serve our customers,”  Kwan 
said.

Alongside fun, Kwan added that they 
have designed a “fast loan service” so they 

could deliver loans to their clients within 
15 to 30 minutes.

“We want them to have a better life and 
we are here to fulfill their dreams, and 
whenever they need money, it is our [aim] 
to give them cash in 15 minutes or we’re 
doing it at least no longer than 30 min-
utes,” she said.

With their customers working as domes-
tic helpers, Kwan said HS Finance under-

stands that they have hectic schedules and 
that their needs are urgent, thus the fast 
service they extend to them.

For this year, HS Finance focused on 
promoting a healthy lifestyle among its 
clients, but Kwan said there was not much 
interest among the Filipino customers, 
noting their busy schedule.

For next year, Kwan said she is hoping 
to promote a financial planning campaign 
among HS Finance clients.

“We hope to somehow help them under-
stand better financial planning. We hope to 
teach them how not to be too reactive and 
say no [to their relatives] in a good way. 
We understand what they’re facing, but 
we hope that they have savings when they 
go home,” she said.

Kwan added that part of the “seminar” 
would be the prudent timing of taking out 
a loan, and the amount of loan to take.

The HS Finance’s barbecue picnic on October 23
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TILA tuloy-tuloy ang blessings na du-
marating sa “Comedy Concert Queen” na 
si Ai-Ai delas Alas.

Ang pinakabagong grasya na dumat-
ing sa kanya ay Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice 
award na ibinigay sa kanya ng Pope Fran-
cis at ng Simbahang Katoliko. 

“Be it known that this is considered as 
the highest medal awarded to the laity by 
the Pope,” sabi ni Novaliches Bishop An-
tonio Tobias.

Sa kanyang kaarawan sa ika-11 ng No-
byembre pormal na igagawad kay Ai-Ai 
ang Papal Award at ito ay gaganapin sa 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd. Ang isa 
pang Papal Awardee ay ang sikat na com-

poser na si Ryan Cayabyab.
Nasasabi na dahil Papal awardee na sila 

Ai-Ai at Ryan ay kasama na sila sa Papal 
household at maaari na silang maimbita-
han sa mga espesyal na pagtitipon ng Sim-
bahan sa Vatican.

“Hindi ko alam kung anong mararamda-
man ko kasi sa dami ng nilalang sa mundo, 
bakit ako? Worthy ba ako? Pero siyempre, 
susunod lang ako. Kung ano ‘yung plano 
ni Lord for me. Doon tayo,” sabi ni Ai-Ai

Liban sa pagiging artista at sa kan-
yang pamilya, abala rin ang 51-anyos na 
television host at singer sa kanyang mga 
charitable projects, tulad ng pagtulong sa 
pagpapatayo ng Kristong Hari Church sa 
Commonwealth Ave., Quezon City, at ng 
Anawim Lay Missions Foundation, Inc. sa Montalban, Rizal.

By Cristy Kasilag

Ai-Ai, may award kay Pope

AI-AI

Dick Israel, pumanaw na
PUMANAW na ang magaling na kon-
trabidang aktor na si Dick Israel sa edad 
na 68.

Ayon sa kwento ng mga kamag-anak at 
mga kaibigan mula sa showbiz, namatay si 
Dick, na ang tunay na pangalan ay Ricar-
do Vizcarra Michaca, nuong ika-11 ng Ok-
tubre, bandang 8:30 ng gabi, sa kanilang 
bahay.

Sa tingin nila ay lubos na nag-aalala si 
Dick sa kalagayan ng kanyang misis na 
si Marilyn na itinakbo sa isang ospital at 
nacomatose.

Lumala ang kondisyon ng beteranong 
aktor dalawang linggo na ang nakalilipas. 
Nakita umano siyang nagsusuka ng dugo 
bago siya namatay. Ayon sa mga duktor, 

cardiac arrest ang ikinamatay ni Dick.
Isa pang dagok ang dumating sa pami-

lya nila dahil hindi nagtagal ay namatay 
din ang asawa niyang si Marilyn.

Ang kanyang mga labi ay inilagak sa St. 
Peter Memorial Chapel sa Quezon City 
at sabay nacremate sina Dick at Marilyn 
nuong ika-18 ng Oktubre.

Nuon lamang Hulyo naging viral ang 
litrato ng isang matandang Dick Israel, 
na na-stroke nuong 2010, at naninirahan 
sa isang barong-barong matapos masunog 
ang kanilang bahay sa Caloocan City.

Mabilis kumalat ang apoy kaya wala si-
lang naisalba kahit na ang wheel chair ng 
magaling na aktor.

“Mabilis kumalat ang apoy. That’s life. 
Carry on,” aniya.

Wala na siyang pambili man lang kahit 

gamot para sa kanyang sakit sa prostate.
Nabigla ang karamihan sa mga kaibigan 

niya sa showbiz sa kanyang sinapit kaya 
ang ilan sa kanila ay humingi ng saklolo 
para sa aktor.

Dekada ‘70 nung pumasok ang tubong 
Porac, Pampanga na si Dick sa showbiz 
at naging in demand na aktor. Madami 
siyang nakasama na mga malalaking pan-
galan sa industriya tulad nila Fernando 
Poe Jr., Vilma Santos, Rudy Fernandez, 
Sharon Cuneta, John Lloyd Cruz.

Dahil sa husay niyang umarte ay pina-
rangalan siya ng Best Supporting Actor 
award nuong taong 1998 para sa peliku-
la na “Patrolman” sa Metro Manila Film 
Festival. Nuong taong 1995, sa pagganap 
niya sa pelikula na “Kanto Boy 2: Anak ni 
Totoy Guapo” sa FAMAS Awards.

By Cristy Kasilag
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Job interview:
Boss: Ano ang alam mo?
Rommel: Alam ko po kung saan kayo 
nakatira ng misis niyo, at kung saan 
nakatira ang kabit niyo.
Boss: Tanggap ka na!

Boy1: Nag-aalala ako sa kapatid ko.
Boy2: Bakit?
Boy1: Lagi niya kasing kinakausap ang 
sarili niya dati, pero ngayon hindi na.
Boy2: Eh di magaling na siya? Bakit daw 
hindi na niya kinakausap sarili niya?
Boy1: Magkagalit daw sila.

A Chinese woman married an Englishman. 

She can’t speak English. At the grocery, she 
wanted to buy pork leg, she showed her 
legs. Next day, she wanted to buy chicken 
breast, she showed her breast. Third day, 
she brought her husband because she 
wanted to buy sausage. What did she do? 
Ikaw ha, iba iniisip mo. Her husband can 
speak English, di ba?

Tomas: Sobrang tabatsoy ang misis ko, 
kaya gusto niyang magbawas ng timbang. 
Nag-horseback riding siya...
Jorge: Ano’ng resulta?
Tomas: Nabawasan ng sampung kilo 
‘yung kabayo!

JUAN: Pare, ang bilis kong nabuo ‘tong 
puzzle!
PEDRO: Talaga? Gaano kabilis?
JUAN: 5 months!
PEDRO: Tagal naman!
JUAN: Tagal ba ‘yun? Nakalagay nga dito: 
for 3 years & up.

A man receives a phone call from his 

doctor.
Doc: I have good news and bad news.
Man: Ok, give me the good news first.
Doc: Good news is you have 24 hours to 
live.
Man: What?? If that’s good news, what’s 
the bad news??
Doc: Bad news is, I forgot to call you 
yesterday.

NBI raids Divisoria
NBI agent: Fake  ang mga bags at 
damit na ito.
Tindera: Mo sir, lokal ang mga iyan!
NBI agent: Loka? YSL?
Tindera: Opo, Yari Sa Laguna!
NBI agent: DKNY?
Tindera: Sa Divisoria Kanto ng Ylaya!
NBI agent: GQ lokal pa rin?
Tindera: Opo, Galing Quiapo!
NBI agent: Lusot ka palagi ah! Eh ang 
Lacoste?
Tindera: Ay naku sir, iyang buwaya? 
Galing pong Kongreso iyan!

ATPB

What’s Cooking?
Who hasn’t tasted and enjoyed delectable 
wontons? If you’re planning a small get-
together with family and friends but running 
out of meal ideas, remember to stick to the 
classics. Try our featured recipe for this issue, 
Steamed Spinach & Cream Cheese Pouch with 
Teriyaki sauce, to that delicious twist to your 
mini-party. Happy cooking!

Ingredients:
½ cup boiled and chopped spinach
½ bar of cream cheese
1 Tbsp. oyster sauce
30 pieces of wonton wrappers, defrosted
Procedure: 

In a large bowl, place chopped spinach, 
cream cheese and oyster sauce and mix well 
to combine.

To make the eggwash, mix the egg and 
water in a small bowl and whisk with a fork.

To assemble the 
wontons, place a 
wonton wrapper flat 
in the palm of your 
hand and place 1-2 
tsp. of mixture to 
center the wrapper.

Dip a finger in the 
egg wash and paint 
all edges, sealed and 
form like a pouch.

Steam for 10 to 15 
minutes. Place the finished product into the 
plate with a ready-made teriyaki sauce. 

Happy eating!
For more recipes, enroll at Culinary Arts Centre:
M/F CockLoft, Wing Tat Commercial Building, 
#97 Bonham Strand East, Sheung Wan, Hong 
Kong. For enquiries, please call  28507714 or 
28507724

By Chef Jay 
Dator

Horoscope
Capricorn  December 22 to January 19

Layuan mo muna ang kaibigang may pananagutan na. Hindi 
maganda ang maidudulot nito sa iyo. Maging abala na lang sa 
darating na mga pagkakataon na maaaring pagkakitaan. 

Aquarius  January 20 to February 18

Tama lamang na pagbigyan ang barkada sa gimik. Sabihin mo ang 
iyong mga saloobin sa mga kasama upang ikaw ay maintindihan. 
Huwag itong kimkimin. 

Pisces  February 19 to March 20

Huwag ipilit na ipaintindi sa kasama ang sitwasyon dahil lalo 
lamang lalala ang problema at iwasang makihalo sa mga 
tsismisan dahil magkakaproblema ka rito. 

Aries  March 21 to April 19

Tiyak ang resulta ng gagawin kung buo ang loob at positibo ang 
pag-iisip. Walang kapupuntahan ang pagiging mahiyain mo sa 
ngayon. Kailangan mong mamili kung magiging kaibigan ka o 
karelasyon.

Taurus  April 20 to May 20

Ang pokus mo ngayon ay nakatuon sa iyong pinansyal na 
pangangailangan. Maging matipid at matutong mag-impok para 
sa kinabukasan.

Gemini  May 21 to June 20

Kailangan nang tapusin ang mga nakabinbin na trabaho. 
Planuhing mabuti ang pagpunta sa malayong lugar, maaaring 
dito mo na makilala ang taong inilaan para sa iyo.

Cancer  June 21 to July 22

Magkikita kayo ng isang taong matagal mo nang nalimutan, at 
maaaring manumbalik ang inyong pagtingin sa isa’t-isa. Maawa 
ka sa mga taong umaasa sa iyo dahil napapabayaan mo na sila. 

Leo  July 23 to August 22

Magandang pagkakataon dahil may makikilala kang tao na 
makakatulong sa iyong suliranin sa trabaho. Lawakan rin ang 
iyong pasensya, kakailanganin mo ito sa bahay at sa trabaho.

Virgo  August 23 to September 22

Iwasang mapikon dahil maaari kayong mag-away ng mga 
barkada. Isang sorpresa ang darating sa iyo at kung alam mo 
itong gamitin ay matutulungan ka ng malaki sa aspetong 
pinansyal.

Libra  September 23 to October 22

Maaaring magkaroon ng sama ng loob sa iyo ang isang kaibigan; 
intindihin mo na lamang dahil marami siyang problema. Lahat 
naman tayo ay kadalasang may pinagdaraanan. 

Scorpio  October 23 to November 21

Maging masinop at matuto nang magtipid kaya iwasan ang 
masyadong pamimili. Magbigay tulong sa mga nangangailangan 
dahil babalik ito sa iyo ng higit pa sa doble. 

Sagittarius  November 22 to December 21

Laging salubungin ang araw ng may ngiti sa mga labi at huwag 
kalimutang magpasalamat bago simulan ang iyong araw. Ito ang 
magbibigay sa’yo ng swerte sa susunod na dalawang linggo. 

PAHALANG
1 Nais
5 Tuklasin
11 Lalagyang metal
12 Dahon ng saging
13 Pulis: pabalbal
14 Alisin ang balbas
15 Resulta sa boksing 
16 Ikod
17 Notang musikal
18 Animo
21 Taob 
24 Tawag sa ina 
25 Simbolo ng nickel 
27 Pagal 
29 Ipindang 
31 Magalang na tugon 
32 Ms. Pinto 
34 Viva ____ Papa 
35 Gayahin 
38 Salitang padamdam 
40 Ilang na lugar 
41 Adulterya

42 Bulungan
43 Kaibigang lalaki

PABABA
1 Itodo ang volume
2 Hukay na 

pinagkukunan 
ng tubig

3 Katutubo sa 
Zambales

4 Taguri sa bayani
5 Tuntong 
6 Salaysay
7 Basketbolistang Peek 
8 Mr. Ranillo III
9 Ilinya
10 Inang
16 2 kay Cesar 
19 Tatay 
20 Kapitan: daglat 
22 Langgam: Ingles 
23 Pilapil o Moran 
26 Pagpupugay 

ng sundalo 
27 Wrestler na Hulk 
28 Awit papuri 
29 Imelda Marcos 
30 Sarado ang mata 
33 Lalaki sa paraiso  
36 Hamak 
37 Solid, liquid, ___
38 Natural: daglat
39 Supling ng anak

Answer to last puzzle

Crossword Puzzle
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